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Pear 

Mr. Heim* has asked me to respond to your letter of 
May 7* 1970. 

1 believe the most efficient way for * n individual citizen 
t© express his views is through the vote. In this connection, 
let me explain a bit about the function of this Agency. As you 
probably know, our primary duty is to furnish foreign intel- 
ligence information and estimates on foreign developments to 
the policymakers of Government. V r e are specifically pro- 
hibited from any internal-security activities and consequently 
are not directly involved in domestic matter*. All of us who 
make up the staff of the Agency are, of course, personally 
concerned with the serious problems confronting our country, 
both domestic and foreign, but in view of its basic role, the 
Agency a* such can have little impact on the domestic side. 

/Obviously, intelligence contributes to the formulation of policy, 
but if we are to maintain our standards of objectivity we can- 
ned and should not play a decisive role. 

The Government is made up of many components, each 
with it# particular statutory responsibilities and limitations on 
those responsibilities. That is why l feel, as I said in opening, 
the private citizen*# best chance of influencing the course of 
Government it through his elective representatives In the 
Congress. 



Sincerely, 


cc: Asst to BCI-Mr. Goodwin 
ER. w/basic via O/DCI 
✓Legislative Counsel 
General Counsel 


s/ 

Lawrence R. Houston 
General Counsel 


Approved For Release 2001/11/01 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000200230008-4 




Approve*! For Release 200^7^1/61 VciA-RDP72-b033rR000200230008-4 




May % 1970 


Direotor of the C. I. A. 

Richard Holms 

C.I* A. Headquarters 

Langley, Virginia. 

Dear Siri 

Rooently in a news item, I noticed, that, you wore present, in the 
small group of men who made the decision to send American troops into 
Cambodia. We learned that Sec, of Stat® Rogers did. not approve of this 
move and that Sec, of Defeno© Laird: also had grave doubt about the move. 

We were told’ that Attorney General Mit.chcll was very much in favor, and eo 
were the military. No mention was made of your, opinion. Some years ago I 
naively thought that the C.I. A. only, gather© d, information and. then gave 
it to th® Executive Branch in an orderly resume. However, because of some 
of th® strango things going on in U. S. foreign policy, I did some reading, 
in the library. Prom numerous articles and. b.oolcs, with some effort,, it is 
possible to find out that CIA has tremendous power, unlimited resources, 
its own air foro e (unmarked) , its own military force (not; in uniform), paid 
mercenaries from other lands, and it would sooin, its own foreign policy. 

Oddly enough, this final bit of information is often hinted at. im the press, 
mentioned in passing by Senators, but for some reason there never is a;, 
full disclosure of this hidden power of a hidden part, of our government. 

Sinoe the National Security Act of 1947 the CIA has been an independent, 
arm of the Executive Branch, accountable only to the President and to a 
watch-dog committee of the Congfess, a committee which never, calls a meeting. 
With oaoh administration the CIA has gained, a bit more power, grown a bit 
larger, managed to get more hidden Bank accounts and stepped outside of 
the usual democratic processes of checks and. balances. 

After some nights of lost sleep, wondering; just who is running, the 
foreign policy, I decided; I would; ask you some questions. I do not. expect 
an answer. However, I do think that you should know that there are lots of. 
middle-aged, silent Americans, who ask each other these questions, who. are 
puzzled by the "new speak" of our foreign policy. This uneasy feeling; is 
riot new. Many of us wondered about the CIA during; the Kennedy Administration, 
and after the Bay of Pigs and the disclosure of its activities in training 
the forces of invasion, our uneasiness grew. Guatemala, Greece, Dominican 
Republic, Iran — wherever a government, for whatever reason, was turning 
toward a more liberal left, perhaps favoring, land, reform, and. the working 
man rather than the big business man or the foreign investor., a military 
ooup resulted with strong repression of the fundamental rights— speech, 
assembly, andl so on. Why do we find that in all o.f these cases and others, 
the CIA actually helped supply men and. money to put in power a military 
regime? 

We see a. more or less strona military regime now in power- in Saigon. 
Repression is not unusual in that oity for those who disagree with the 
government. j n the fall and winter we read of tho activities of "unidentified" 
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American men, fighting and '•advising* 1 ' in Laos. Just, recently 
Sihanouk of Cambodia was overthrown by a', rightist, military man, and 
then we promptly invaded; Cambodia. Before that, Sihanouk had tried to, 
maintain neutrality andi ha di objected, to the use of. Cambodia by Viet- 

.outh. (Aft.r all th. Canadian, and Vi.tnamc. 
have hated e^oh other for a couple of thousand; years 0 They also. toled 
to keep us out— not wanting Cambodia, to turn into * bloody 
With him gon.( although many, many Cambodians prefer Prino* blhanortc 
to General Lon Nol) we are using Cambodia as we please. Bid the LIA 

coupi » h S . happ.n.d .. "-vir™ 

Do we want Indoohina to beoome part of the United! States r is *nis 
.nnthiast area vital to our welfare? Will the United States have a 
single friend or ally left in the world? The NATO nations o£ _ Wo ®?* rn 

looking with horror on our whole policy in Asia. Looking at 
hr. our frianda? Taiwan, if ... hnl.fr th. 
Economy, An.tr.lia, r.luotantly, th. ghillipin.. with .nough 
keep the government stable, American money). Truly, we have made no. 

friandn^with^our^polioy b * “Sry aft.r oountxy, why *. 

we aot like hysterical ohildren when we learn that Russia has sent 
ad.vi.ira to tf. "ah oonntri..? I haw trouhl. following th. l°6i«, 

LvSi/r4".- its «= 

r«u.rt%r. 

ir^r^yrstra^tf^ = r - 

“.Hiofth. road th. Uhit^Stat.. £*££*- 

n „ V T\T, l \ Z.nLf i£*Sf Z ^lition who. lafr .aid, 

t u. into thi. awful "ithatianr., 1 »*» to. 
be silent about a situation which is wrong, secret, tricky. 

Now you may put this in the waffce basket. 


oo. The Los Angeles Times, 
Time Magazine 
Senator Stuart Symington 
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